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Dear NORWF Members and Supporters, 

As we approach the 20th year of our vision to create NORWF as a thriving community of like-minded 

Republican women, I am filled with gratitude for your support and the difference we’ve made together. The 

upcoming year, 2026, marks the 20th anniversary of NORWF becoming a certified organization, and it’s a 

moment for all of us to celebrate our collective accomplishments. 

This year, we made a significant impact on the 2024 election cycle, advancing the causes and candidates 

that align with our values. We have exceeded the achievement requirements set by the National Federation 

of Republican Women (NFRW) and the Florida Federation of Republican Women (FFRW), and for that, I 

thank each one of you for your dedication and hard work. 

However, as we celebrate these victories, we must acknowledge the challenge we face: a decline in 

membership. To continue making a meaningful difference, we must recruit new members and engage those 

already with us in a more impactful way. As we work to address the evolving demands on women who seek 

to make their mark in the political landscape, we also recognize the challenge of information overload. To 

help with this, we are committed to ensuring that our newsletter is a valuable tool for communication, and 

that our website remains a reliable source of resources. If you’ve found tools that have been especially 

useful, please share them with us! 

Most importantly, we need your help to spread the word about NORWF's mission and bring guests to our 

monthly events. Whether it's a networking session, luncheon, program, or business meeting, every event is 

an opportunity to inspire and empower new women to join us in making a difference. 

Event Details: 

• When: 3rd Thursday of each month 

• Where: Hilton Garden Inn, 580 E. Main St, Apopka 

• Time: 

o 11:00 AM – 11:20 AM: Networking 

o 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM: Luncheon/Program/Business Meeting (Members) 

We’re excited about the year ahead and will continue to offer programs that combine both fun and valuable 

information to help us achieve our mission: “Women Making a Difference.” Thank you for the privilege 

of serving as NORWF’s President. I look forward to hearing from you and working together to ensure that 

NORWF’s legacy continues to thrive. 

Warm regards, 

Dr. Loretta Forlaw, PhD, FACHE (R) 

COL (Ret.) US Army Nurse Corps 

Website: www.NORWF.org 

Email: loretta.forlaw@gmail.com 

Cell: 407-579-5971 

http://www.norwf.org/
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NORWF  

Northwest Orange Republican Women Federated 

FEBRUARY MEETING 

Thursday, February 20th, 2025  

Diane Velazquez, Apopka City Commissioner Seat 2/Vice Mayor  

 
Lunch Meeting Networking:11:00 to 11:20 Starts at 11:30 AM-1:30 PM  

Reservations $25.00 Per Meal/$30.00 at the door 

 

HILTON GARDEN INN ∙ APOPKA 

APOPKA  

580 E. MAIN ST 

APOPKA. FL 32703 

Reservations: Barb Zakszewski at barbzack@mail.com Or  407-921-7219  

Visit us at https://WWW.facebook.com/NORWFC 

NORWF.ORG 

Want to learn more about Republican Women, and Apopka, visit our 
February meeting.  

https://www.facebook.com/NORWFC
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CALL TO CONFERENCE 

2025 FFRW Legislative Day &  
Spring Board of Directors Meeting 

March 20-22, 2025 

Taking Action. Getting Results. 
AC Marriott Hotel 

801 S Gadsden St, Tallahassee, FL 32301 
(850) 392-7700 (main number) 

 

https://r85zo6cab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AyaSjUb5FaoEaPBhhaCO6gTlpsVYlXWMxC-7u3twbmyOmix-7mTg7X1wsohTdMot1P223i9EDoKE_CkufdN8rKKADaNmH7vBoW1hyDT0PQvu2mb_Xu0BT1AZByAHKogGH6DPk9PJ1kQc9U8YkPvpLpP6BKFMjeg6LwALh0qCxUJSr-MByguUaZt9mmbhQuUpy9301k9ZTPOfMb8bCFxolQSkLBgcc-aZ7zoqc_STkH8kLngtI_0Z5hY1LdOWtKui4UX9_epl8vwAcPMlgRZLQpQ-8tPIAGthUXPqNu-RJTP8aTVZ_hu4ShNdIi8UzwH5vMKi0CAhV8a8pbLqnadSZCQNB2yhJHaiYypI7Z1ytwiD3vVtuSlfYNdBYiqsO1NTQNzh_tBViuB8RxWyMXJRVZWuhdtN70Br2ZpBbj4rQr0tEeaHBWzSl3ClOGFGlS861s8R_5IG7wMkn0mFuHtj48KrsNeaDuoVLWtwBpvqNYNTCJV5HlTE5cPLSGVt3ziJPPl9CMDw2lCBo1xTS_Mb19ncZqgTrxkhB9W3CIfdlq82-K5N6a5f9Q==&c=U-5FMO-Ebl89ENkyxWV-ikuLtOwwsSL4woDQVmwviYA0bu7DxM4x7A==&ch=GkieDoI-tvJ1iziTACP6tDNxNly0cGpxE26iNzqvGP5eHrkKWuL6Qg==
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To the 2025 FFRW Board of Directors, 
 
We are excited to announce the FFRW's Annual BOD and Legislative Meeting. 

Our Spring BOD meeting will be held at: 
 

AC Marriott Hotel 
801 S Gadsden St, Tallahassee, FL 32301 

 
Our Conference Planning Committee is diligently working, planning a series of 
great speakers and training sessions for all attendees as well as a Thursday 
Night Pre-Conference Reception (March 20th). You won't want to miss this 
great conference. It's going to be fun and full of information. Updates and an 
agenda will be forthcoming as we get closer to the Conference. 
 
LEGISLATIVE DAY 
 
We will start off our conference on Thursday with Legislative Day! Be at the AC 
Marriot by 7:30 AM or at the Capitol Rotunda by 8:45 AM for a historic tour of 
the House Chamber. After an individual lunch and afternoon events, our Spring 
Conference begins with a welcome reception at 5:30 PM. More information is 
forthcoming. 
 
There is no cost for Legislative Day but please RSVP when you register. 
 
SPRING BoD MEETING 
 
A final agenda is forthcoming. The BoD meeting will start at 8:00 AM on Friday 
and will adjourn at approximately noon on Saturday. 
 
As our Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors, voting includes but is not 
limited to: 

Conference Rules 
Bylaws Amendment Schedule 
Standing Rules Update 
Elect District 5 Representative 
Proposed Resolutions 
Final Financial Review for 2024 
Proposed Budget for 2025 
Elect a Nominating Committee 
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Elect Delegates and Alternates for NFRW Convention 
 
If you have any proposed resolutions you would like to submit, please submit 
them to Lorri Kobe by at lkobe@lwklaw.com  by February 20, 2025.  
 
REGISTRATION 
 
Registration for the 2025 FFRW Spring Meeting of the Board of Directors 
is open. 
All registrations must be made online.  
 
The early-bird registration period is February 2-20. The conference fee is 
$200.00. If you pay by Credit Card, the fee will be $200.00 plus the applicable 
processing fees of $10.00. If you register and pay by check before February 
20, the cost is $200. You will be given the payment options on the registration 
form. 

 
If you choose to register AFTER the early-bird registration, the regular 
registration period is February 21 - March 5. The pay-by-check fee is 
$250. If you pay by credit card, the registration fee plus the applicable 
fees is $260.  
 
Guest registration for the conference is under the event page on the 
FFRW website. 

 
We have reserved a block of hotel rooms at the AC Marriot. As you reserve 
your room, be sure to let them know that you are part of the FFRW block. As 
they fill up we can add more. They might be at the higher room rate. The final 
day to reserve your room at the conference rate of $245/night is February 26, 
2025.  

 

Presidents who register online will be immediately eligible as Board of 
Directors. District Representatives, Past Presidents (in good standing) and 
Standing Committee chairs are also part of the voting Board of Directors. 
FFRW Standing Committees are Bylaws and Standing Rules, Campaign 
Activities, Fundraising, Legislative, Membership, Publications & Public 
Relations. 
 
 

 

mailto:lkobe@lwklaw.com
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Mardi Gras in New Orleans in 2025 will last from January 6 to March 4, including parades, 

festivals, and community celebrations. The biggest day of celebration is Fat Tuesday, or Mardi 

Gras Day, which falls on March 4, 2025. 47 days before Easter. 

Explanation 

• The Mardi Gras season, also known as Carnival, begins on January 6, which is Twelfth 

Night. Twelfth Night is the Christian holy day of the Epiphany.  

• The season ends on Fat Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning 

of Lent.  

• The most popular time to visit for Mardi Gras is the final weekend leading up to Mardi Gras 

Day.  

• Mardi Gras is celebrated annually, with the exception of 2021 when parades were canceled due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
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–Christina G. Rossetti (1830–94) 
 

 

 
 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR MEMBERS February 26th Lillian Finno 

NORWF CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2025 

DATE     GENERAL MEETINGS January 16th   Inauguration 

Ceremony – Sue Dewbre 

February 20th   City Commissioner - Diane Velazquez  
March  20th     
April 17th 
May 15th  
June – no meting  NO MEETING 
July – no meeting  NO MEETING  
August 21st 
September 18th 
October 16th 
November 20th 
December 18th  CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION  
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NORWF 2025 Volunteers 
 

                            Raffle Basket                 Dessert  

Month               Name                    Phone #              Name                       Phone  #        
January   

Joni Keams 
                       
407-883-1403 

Brenda Solomon 
Sandy Bove 

 
407-463-9437 

February  Brenda Solomon 
Sandy Bove 
 

407-269-2499 Barb 
Zakrzewski 

 
407-921-7219 
 

March   
Loretta Forlaw 

 
407-579-5971 

 
Verlie Norris 
 

 
407-221-8011 

April   
Paulette Chessa 

 
321-229-6888 

 
Loretta Forlaw 

 
407-579-5971 

May   
Verlie Norris 

 
407-221-8011 

 
Louise Fortunato 

 
407-301-8912 

June    
No 

 
Meeting 
 

 

July    
No 

 
Meeting 

 

August     
Lil Finno 

 
407-703-4743 

September   
Andy Anderson 

 
689-309-3467 

 
Beverly 
Blackmon 

 
407-361-6751 

October   
Barb Zakszewski 

 
407-921-7219 

 
Lois Cooper 

 
407-920-2508 

November       
Paulette Chessa 

 
321-229-6888 

December     
Marty Harrison 

 
407-493-0471 

1-21-25 

  
 
 

Please let Membership Brenda Solomon know which month you will be donating desert or basket (can share a 
basket
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Legislative Update     

 From FFRW Legislative Chair Kim Black 

• Senate President Ben Albritton and  

• House Speaker Danny Perez stand with  

• Governor DeSantis  

• as he signs Florida's Anti-illegal Immigration Bill 
 

Members, 

 When the greatest Governor and the greatest Legislators get together, great things happen to 
The People of Florida!  

Yesterday, the House and Senate both passed SB 2-C Immigration, SB 4-C Immigration and SM 
6-C, Secretary of Homeland Security, a memorial which urges the US Department of Homeland 
Security to provide guidance and training opportunities for 287(g) agreements.  

The changes made to strengthen the Bills were a collaborative effort from Governor DeSantis, our 
state legislators and from the greatest President in American history, Donald J. Trump!  

Again, Florida leads the way for the strongest and most comprehensive legislation combating 
illegal immigration in the Nation. This is a huge win for Florida, for President Trump and how we 
begin to Make America Great Again! Together we are stronger!  

In unity, 

Kim Black FFRW Legislative Committee Chair 

 

• PRAY FOR WISDOM, STRENGTH FOR OUR FOR OUR 

NEWLY ELECTED GOVERNMENT!!! 
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