
Northwest Orange Republican Women, Federated   January 2021 

1 

 

New Year’s Blessings to all our wonderful Republican members! 

 

 I look to this new year with a sense of gratitude and hope. If you are an American citizen 

you still can strive for life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We as lovers of America and 

our God given Constitutional rights have a duty to continue to stay informed on what is 

going on in our government. That is why I am grateful for the Northwest Orange Republican 

Women Federated. We have the opportunity to gather together and exercise our God given 

rights and work towards furthering the cause of Freedom in our city, state, and great country. 

I would like to remind everyone of the great victory we had in our own state of Florida. We 

flipped many congressional seats. Many of these congress women and men have gone to 

Washington and created a new caucus, the Freedom Force caucus, to combat the lies and 

tired old promises of the socialist caucus of the House of Representatives. I had the privilege 

of hearing from these Republican candidates at our FFRW fall conference that I was blessed 

to be able to attend. I was inspired by Maria Salazar from Dade county who defeated Donna 

Shalala by contrasting her love and adoration for American freedom and liberty with the 

creeping socialistic principles of many on the left. She promised at the conference to be the 

AOC of the GOP and kick socialism to the curb!  

I was also very inspired by Rep Byron Donald’s, who already has faced discrimination in 

D.C. for not voting with other black representatives. He was quoted as saying this on Twitter 

to CNN’s Keith Boykin who criticized him for disenfranchising other black voters by 

objecting to some of the state certifications for the President elect. “I don't vote based on the 

color of my skin; I do so in allegiance to our Constitution & to always follow the Rule of 

law. Blue checkmarks live to delegitimize my right as a free Black man to act, think, & vote 

based on my convictions rather than skin color.” I say all of this to remind you to ‘Let not 

your heart be troubled’, all is not lost.  

We all individually, as citizens of states and of this great country have a duty to keep up our 

faith and continue to uphold our fragile democracy through education, service, and 

volunteerism. I leave you with this inspiring quote from one of our great Presidents: 

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We did not pass it to our 

children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do 

the same, or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s 

children what it was once like in the United States where men were free” Ronald Reagan 

And the fight must be within the system and according to our Constitution...That is truly 

winning!  

 

Danielle Hilson, 1st Vice President NORWF 
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Thank You to NORWF 
Please accept the gratitude of The VFW Post 10147 and Auxiliary and the City of Apopka  

for NORWF’s  continuing support of Wreaths Across America. Your annual donation of 

$300 and the additional donation of $389 raised at the November luncheon was significant 

meeting our goal of 350 wreaths. We were able to provide a wreath for every known veteran 

in the Edgewood/Greenwood cemetery. 

We also deeply appreciate NORWF members attending and /or volunteering during the  

National Wreaths Across America Day  Ceremony on December 19, 2020. 

 https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/161822 

Wishing Everyone All the Best for 2021 

 COL Loretta Forlaw, ANC 

Chief of Staff 

 VFW Post 10147 Apopka /Altamonte Springs 
 

Board Update:  

On Thursday, January 7th the NORWF executive board held a special meeting 

to accept the resignation of our very special president Dianne Gieske due to 

health reasons. The board then procured positions to fill president position and 

Virginia Hilson’s position of Recording Secretary.  

Sweet Virginia has decided to go back to college to pursue career in social 

work. 

In that Susan stepped up to Presidency, we then replaced the treasurer 

vacancy.  NORWF was blessed to have the following officers to step up to 

serve: 

2021 Proposed new slate of officers:  

President: Susan Bornmann 

Recording Secretary: Brenda Solomon 

Treasurer: Barb Zakszewski 

 

Confirmation and installation will be at the January meeting.  

WE THANK THESE LADIES FOR STEPPING UP TO SERVE! 
 

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/161822
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
Virginia Mapel  January 18th 
Mary Smothers  January 24th 
Lou Haubner     January 26th 
 

 

  

 

Our very own Brenda Solomon donated books on the behalf of NORWF to the Apopka Police 

department. They are meaningful to students to have a respect for police. They are authored by Jack 

Levin to teach respect and honor of police for their own benefit. 

http://artiewayne.wordpress.com/2010/05/23/happy-birthday-youtube/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Northwest Orange Republican Women, Federated   January 2021 

5 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have loved communicating with our soldier Capt. Carly McCollum. Capt. 

McCollum is very good to keep us informed and thanked us for our support and 

is looking forward to returning home to her family. Thank you everyone for your 

support means so much to our military families. 
 
 
 

 ……  
 
 
 

Here is a postcard and Christmas card from our soldier Capt. Carly McCollum. 

She is due to come home within the next month. She and her crew were very 

thankful for our care packages.  

Danielle 
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SAVE THE DATE --- 

SELL…. SELL… TICHETS FOR BINGO!!! 

COMMITTEE ALSO NEEDS ITEMS FOR RAFFLE 

BASKETS – NICE ITEMS SUCH AS GIFT CARDS, 

BEAUTY PRODUCTS, ETC………. VOLUNTEER TO 

DO A BASKET!!! 
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COMMITTEE IS ASKING ALL HANDS ON 

DECK THAT DAY!!!  

 Saturday March 20, 2021 

Tacos, Nachos & Bingo 

         11 AM -  2 PM 

    Windy Hill Ranch 

Bingo and Silent Auction/  

Tickets.  $10.00 Each From 

NORWF. Members 

Tickets.  $10.00 Each From NORWF. 

Members 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

NORWF 2021 DUES ARE DUE NOW…… PLEASE MAIL YOUR DUES 

TO THE P.O. BOX 56, APOPKA, FL 32704-0056. OR ---- BRING TO THE 

MEETING JANUARY 21ST.. ALL DUES MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY 

SIGNED UPDATED APPLICATION WHICH IS INCLUDED IN THE 

NEWSLETTER.  

THANK YOU THE NORWF BOARD. 

 

NEED A NEW BADGE – YOURS LOST OR BROKEN CONTACT PAT BLACKWELL 

AT 407-212-6330. 
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